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According to preliminary statistics released by the hotel industry and The Bahamas Ministry of Tourism, 
the 13 major New Providence hotels recorded a 54.4% occupancy rate for November. This compared to 
47.7% in 2008. The resulting 0.7% increase in hotel room nights sold when combined with a decrease in 
average daily room rate1 (ADR) of just over six dollars, was not enough to sustain last year’s hotel room 
revenue levels. It fell by 2.2%. A key factor contributing to this decline was the absence of the 379 rooms 
that was in inventory in 2008. 
 
While overall revenue was down, revenue per available room for November showed a 10.7% increase, 
showing the strongest area of improvement and continuing a pattern which started in September. 
 
For November 2009, the ADR was $208.32 compared to $214.44 last year. Available room nights 
decreased 11.7%. This reflected the return of not all of Wyndham’s rooms to inventory and the 
temporary closure of the RIU property.  
 
Sixty-nine percent of the properties gained room nights sold but at lower ADRs indicating the lowering 
of room rates to boost sales. For seven of these nine properties the increase in room nights sold was 
enough to increase room revenue. 
 
Looking at the performance for the year, hotel occupancy stood at 61.6% compared to 64.5% last year. 
The ADR was $224.13 while January to November last year was $247.42. Hotel revenue fell 19.3% with 
only one of the 13 hotels reporting a revenue increase for the year so far. Hotel room nights sold 
decreased by 10.9%. 
 
Despite significant losses year to date, hotels have seen marginal improvements in occupancy, room 
rates and average daily rates during September, October and November and industry is hopeful that 
these improvements are part of a trendline of recovery over the coming months bolstered by continued 
signs that the US and global economy is slowly recovering.  Should this pattern continue, it will take 
some time to recoup from significant losses and return to pre-2008 performance levels. 
 
The latest preliminary air arrivals to the end of September, released by the Department of Statistics and 
the Ministry of Tourism for New Providence showed an 8.2% decrease or 65,940 fewer foreign air 
arrivals than in 2008. 
 

                                                           
1
 ADR is the average daily room rate is the hotel room revenue divided by the room nights sold. 
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Month 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 % Chg 09/08 % Chg 09/08 % Chg 09/08

Jan 60.0% 68.8% $239.60 $246.48 $143.85 $169.52 -16.8% -15.9% -14.4%

Feb 61.9% 70.8% $253.13 $276.86 $156.60 $195.98 -24.8% -12.5% -17.7%

Mar 69.7% 81.2% $269.14 $315.41 $187.51 $256.10 -27.9% -13.5% -15.5%

Apr 72.8% 75.1% $276.06 $286.56 $201.01 $215.19 -10.6% -0.4% -7.2%

May 60.6% 66.4% $205.17 $236.61 $124.33 $157.11 -24.1% -6.9% -12.5%

Jun 65.9% 71.9% $210.38 $235.77 $138.64 $169.53 -21.7% -8.2% -12.2%

Jul 72.5% 78.7% $211.14 $241.06 $153.17 $189.74 -21.9% -4.5% -10.8%

Aug 66.0% 75.3% $207.20 $229.61 $136.70 $172.97 -27.3% -13.0% -19.4%

Sep 38.9% 31.0% $164.44 $159.75 $64.01 $49.54 7.9% 17.3% 4.8%

Oct 50.2% 43.2% $167.25 $185.59 $83.89 $80.11 -7.4% 2.7%

Nov 54.4% 47.7% $208.32 $214.44 $113.39 $102.39 -2.2% 0.7%

Dec

YTD 61.6% 64.5% $224.13 $247.42 $138.01 $159.67 -19.3% -8.2% -10.9%

Includes RIU

Occupancy ADR RevPAR
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